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REFERENCE POINTS IN THE PRESSURE SCALE : 653

2. The discrepancies between the values for the
polymorphic transition pressures in solids, in particular
in Cs, T1, and Ba, as found from different samples by dif-
ferent authors, may be accounted for by the hysteresis in
these transitions of the first kind, which is essentially de~-
pendent on the experimental conditions (nature of the
stresses produced in the sample).

3. In view of this, a pressure scale based on fixed
values of the transition pressures in solids is very arbi-
trary, and depends on the type of apparatus uscd to meas-
ure the transition parameters.

4, Calibrating high pressure apparatus from the
changes in a number of independent physical phenomena
occurring under pressure, such as the change in electrical
resistance with pressure, melting points, compressibility,
etc., will obviously be more reliable,
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